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Key Words 
Students develop a glossary of words and terms that relate to the platypuses. Below are some words to get 
them started. 
 

monotreme burrow venomous species 

habitat mammal nocturnal native 

 

 
Information report 
Students will create an information report about platypuses. The following may help guide students’ 
research: 

x Description of a platypus 
x Diet, habitat 
x The life cycle of a platypus 
x Adaptations 
x Threats to platypuses 
x Interesting facts about platypuses 

 
Structure and features of an information report 
Information reports are factual texts written to inform and provide detailed facts about a topic. Discuss with 
students what they already know about the purpose, structure and features of an information report.  Use the 
following as a guide to use with students. 
 

x Purpose – An information report provides information to the reader by stating facts. 
x Structure – see table below. 
x Language features – write in the present tense, use technical or scientific words and write in the 

third person. 
 
Students can then use the following plan to help write their report. They can present their reports using 
publishing software or as a brochure.  

 

Information report – structure 

Title States a topic 

Introduction The opening statement explains the subject of the 
report, and includes a definition or short description. 
 

Body Facts grouped into paragraphs. Starts with a topic 
sentence. Include subject specific language.  
Text features such as sub-headings, labelled 
diagrams, charts and captioned photographs may be 
included. 
 

Conclusion A summary of what the topic is about and end with an 
interesting fact.  


